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MY DEAR SISTERS AND BROTHERS IN THE LORD,  
 

Once again, we are celebrating the most wonderful time of the year.  The weather is 

nice and cool, and the atmosphere is filled with joy and excitement.  Festive decora-

tions are everywhere and Christmas carols are in the airwaves.  It is Christmas!  Every-

one is looking forward to a family get-together (just a month after Thanksgiving cele-

brations) where there will be good food, laughter and cheer – and of course, presents!  

No wonder why they always say “Tis the season to be jolly…”  So, let us celebrate! 
 

The most important reason for our celebration is the fulfillment of God’s promise to 

be with us.  The prophet Isaiah declared: “A virgin shall bear a son, and He shall be 

called Emmanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14).  We rejoice in the profound mystery of God’s love 

that was made manifest in the birth of Mary’s Child in Bethlehem – the great event 

that ushered in the greatest love story ever told.  It is not easy to fathom the depth of 

this mystery – that God in all His glory became flesh and dwelt among His own crea-

tion through His beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  The fact that the Savior was born in a 

way so bereft of grandeur – in a shabby manger surrounded by animals in a den – 

even made the event more unimaginable and yet more meaningful.  His poverty did 

not take away His glory as shown by the presence of the Angels singing “Gloria in Ex-

celsis Deo”. 
 

On this very special day and in the midst of all the merry-making, let us not forget to 

spend a moment to contemplate the Nativity Scene – May, Joseph, and the Child.  

This scene speaks of the greatness of the love of God for us, and how this Holy Fami-

ly became instrumental for the fulfillment of God’s plan. Let us allow their inspiration 

to permeate our hearts and move us to live in hope, peace, joy, and love. And may 

the light brought by the birth of Jesus dispel any darkness in our lives – fostering unity, 

peace, and charity among us. 
 

I wish you and your loved ones a Blessed and Merry Christmas, and a joyous New 

Year, too. 
 

In Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 

FR. ROMY 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Theresa Parish 
5045 East Thomas Road ~ Phoenix, Arizona 85018 

stphx.org 
 

٠ Pastor: Fr. Romy Dionisio  ٠ Associate Pastor: Fr. John Udochukwu  
٠ Priest in Residence: Fr. George Griener, S.J.
٠ Deacons: Colin F. Campbell & Mark Kriese 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Sunday Mass: 4:00PM Saturday (Vigil Mass); 7:00AM, 9:00AM, 11:00AM and 5:00PM.   

Weekday Mass: Monday through Friday at 6:30AM and Saturday at 8:00AM. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Wednesday 5:00PM-6:00PM, Saturday 9:00AM-10:00AM, and by appointment. 

Eucharistic Adoration: Thursday from 7:00AM-9:00PM in the Convent Chapel 
First Friday Adoration & Mass: 5:00PM Adoration, 6:00PM Mass (Church) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2026-2027 Applications Are Open Now!  
For more information please contact: 

Preschool Admissions Coordinator, Mrs. Alex Read at 602-840-0010 ext. 204 or aread@stcs.us. 
K-8th Admissions Coordinator, Mrs. Kristina Borella at 602-840-0010 ext. 204 or kborella@stcs.us. 

Special Thanks To Our Bulletin Advertisers 
We would like to extend a “special thank you” to all parishioners and friends of St. Theresa Parish who 
support the publication of our parish bulletin by placing an advertisement for their business or profession-
al services in our weekly bulletin.  It is through their generosity and support that we are able to share with 
you important parish news along with various ministry opportunities in our community and the Diocese.  
Thanks again to all of our bulletin advertisers for your continued patronage – may God bless you and 
your businesses! 
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Are You interested In Joining A Small Faith Group? 
If you are interested in exploring a Small Faith Sharing Group with family, friends,    

neighbors, parishioners, etc. please contact Mary Fransen at mfransen@stphx.org for   

further information.  
 

2025 Parish Year-End Giving From an IRA 
There is an excellent charitable giving option that St. Theresa Parish families have used for 
their annual tithing to the Parish.  If you are 70 ½ or older and must take required mini-
mum distributions from a traditional IRA, a qualified charitable distribution (or QCD 
transfers) from your IRA allows you to support St. Theresa Parish without recognizing the 
income or paying any income tax. Please contact your accountant or Cheryl Lienau at 
602-359-0570 if you want to explore this gifting option. Thank you for your ongoing gen-
erosity and support of St. Theresa Parish and the many ministries that serve our parish 
community and beyond. 
 

Recently Engaged? 
Don’t wait to start your marriage preparation. Proper marriage preparation 
leads to stronger marriages. The Diocese of  Phoenix has a nine month prepara-
tion program to give you a solid foundation in God’s plan for a joy-filled    
marriage. If  you are engaged and haven’t started your marriage preparation, 
please contact Gina Keating at gkeating@stphx.org to start your journey. 

Families For Caring Christmas Program 
Thank you to each and every one of our generous parishioners who added to Christmas 
joy by giving to our less fortunate neighbors through our giving tree and delivering gifts. 
Merry Christmas to you all!    

 

Flocknote 
Keep in touch with us via timely emails from St. Theresa Parish!  

Visit the parish website at stphx.org and look for the Flocknote link. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are visiting us for Christmas Mass, consider making St. Theresa Parish  
your spiritual home. All Are Welcome! Please visit the parish website at 

stphx.org to fill out and submit a registration form.  
If we can answer any questions for you,  

please contact us at 602-840-0850 or email us at info@sttheresaphx.org.  

 


